
By Laura Sellers-Earl
Interim Editor

SENECA — An estimated 750 hardy
souls feasted on oysters and burgers and
more at the Seneca Oyster Feed, Saturday.

Winds and rain didn’t deter 60-70
motorcyclists who made the journey.

“Weather is our governing factor,” said
Bob Turner of Seneca. Turner, one of the
volunteers, is married to Charlene, who
handles much of the event organization.

About 30 percent of the festival-goers
are from out of county, Bob Turner said. He
even talked to someone who came all the

way from Arizona just for the Oyster Feed.
Speaking of oysters, how about 275

dozen in-shell oysters and 65 gallons of
shucked shellfish to whet the appetite? In
addition, there were 500 cut ears of corn
and salads made on-site by the women of
the town. Turner mentioned that the burg-
ers, with the secret relish, are a big hit,
especially with the ball players.

But the day isn’t just about food. Base-
ball teams slugged it out in a tournament; a
golf scramble took place and the infamous
Bud Race crowned another $500 winner in
Daryl Simmons of John Day. There were
46 other prizes in the race, too, ranging

from $200 to $35. There was a horseshoe
pit for playing and a parachute-like cover-
ing on a pole for both young and old to
seek shelter or romp under.

“It’s getting a little bigger every year,”
Turner said. “Most people who come are
hardy people. The line was real long and no
one complained.”

In addition to Charlene Turner, the
“nucleus” of the event is volunteers Pete
Walker, Chris Gibson and John Saunders.
But it takes about 100 volunteers and dona-
tors to bring the feed together.

The Seneca Oyster Feed is the third Sat-
urday of May, every year. 
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Join us in celebration of Hospital & Nursing Home Week

Participants 
under 12 years 
of age must be 
accompanied 
by an adult.

Helmets are 
required for 

biking 
participants 

under 18 years 
of age and 

recommended 
for all.

Dr. Bob Holland
Dr. Russ Nichols
Dr. Jack Jackson
Dr. David Graham
Dr. Joe Bachtold
Dr. Eric Sandefur
Dr. Carl Stiff
Dr. Michael Rushton

In promotion of GOOD HEALTH

Saturday, May 22 • 9 a.m.

Bike from the Nursing Home to the Hospital (13 miles)

or Run from Pine Creek to the Hospital (6 miles)

or Walk from mp 166 (pull out E. of Dog Creek) to the Hospital (4 miles)

or Stroll from LDS church parking lot to the Hospital (1.5 miles)
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REGISTRATION
Preregistration $10 • Day of Event $12

Preregistration must be 
received by noon, May 21
Entry fee includes catered 

brunch & raffle of numerous 
items. Must be present to 

win raffle prizes.
Mail or drop by registration 

with entry fee to:
Blue Mountain Hospital

170 Ford Rd.
John Day, OR 97845

For more information,
call 575-1311

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE

I will participate STRUT
STRIDE
STRADDLE
STROLL

Oysters take over Seneca

The Eagle/Carl Earl
Bill Long of Seneca shucks some really hot oysters. He’s lived there for 46 years and
“never gets tired” shucking the oysters. “Everybody likes it so we just keep going.”

The Eagle/Laura Sellers
Steamer Richard Schwartzer of Seneca
handles the initial steaming of the oys-
ters from Yaquina bay. “They’re better
than the ones from Boise,” he jokes.

The Eagle/Carl Earl
Early in the day, there were more than 30
motorcycles and cyclists at the feed, many
coming from Burns for the festivities.

The Eagle/Laura Sellers
Even the canines found something to do
Saturday.

To all Walkers and Runners of Grant County, 
come join us in the

Burns-Hines 6th Annual5K/10K Road Run/Walk
WHEN 
Saturday June 26

WHERE
Starts and ends at
Hines Park

TIME
Sign Up at 8 a.m.
with Race Starting
at 9 a.m.

CALL (541) 573-1543
FOR QUESTIONS 

or pre-registration forms. 
Or stop by the 

Blue Mountain Eagle
office for the forms.

This is a non-profit event and
all proceeds will go towards the

Harney County Library
Foundation, Children's Services

Program and an Eagle 
Scout project.

Each participant will be
given a FREE T-SHIRT.

A KIDS RACE around
Hines Park for ages 3-8
years old to follow the

run/walk

A CELEBRATION at the
park following the race with

prizes for winners and 
random prize drawings.

PRE REGISTRATION
Adults- $14 Children- $10

RACE DAY REGISTRATION
Adults- $16 Children- $12

Recycle: Open Saturdays

shipped in barrels to Portland.
Sperry states, “We can only take
glass where the labels and the
metal rings on some wine bottles
have been removed. The reason
for that is not that we are fussy,
but it clogs up our machine, and
it breaks and overheats, and
sometimes when it breaks it
costs us several hundred dollars
to fix it.” McPherren adds, “One
time our machine broke down,
and it turned out there was this
huge wad (about the size of a
softball) of those rings that had
gotten together that made a big
hole in the drum where we tum-
ble the glass. People say, ‘Why
should we do that, it’s too hard,’
but if you do it one at a time, you
can do that.

“There’s one lady who makes
wine, so we save the wine bot-
tles for her. And we save the can-
ning jars for the people who are
canners,” McPherren says.

“This winter, we put the
crushed glass in an inner tube and
people put it in the back of their
trucks for weight, instead of buy-
ing sand. And in the summer
time, a lot of people use it under
the rocks in their garden, it makes
excellent filler.” adds Sperry.

“We have one guy who
makes stained glass, and he took
some. There are possibilities ...
we’re trying to make value-
added product here. We’re trying
to make it more attractive to add
jobs,” says McPherren.

“We also take newspapers,
but no magazines please. If peo-
ple bring them with their news-
paper, we have to take them all
out,” Sperry says. Paper shop-
ping bags are also accepted, as
are cardboard egg cartons. They
also accept high-grade paper, like
copy paper. It can be shredded or
not, but colors should be sorted
separately from white paper. 

Sperry’s vision extends
beyond saving space in the local
landfill, however. 

“What would be a wonderful
idea, is if someone could start a
business reusing the milk jugs,
even if it only employs two peo-
ple, or four people,” Sperry says.
“You know, if people could see
something that it’s turned into —

if they could buy that product —
I think that would be such an
incentive to recycle. It’s a visual
thing; and then instead of ship-
ping it to Baker, why don’t they
ship it here? I wish somebody
would say, “yeah, why don’t
we?” and then we would be cre-
ating more jobs.”

The recycling center runs on
community service help from
time to time. “Most of the kids
have been pretty good,” Sperry
says. They do ask people who
bring articles by only do so dur-
ing open hours, currently Satur-
days from 9 a.m. to noon. 

The center has a small sign
they place on the sidewalk dur-
ing business hours, which volun-
teers helped raise funds for by
assisting while Cycle Oregon
passed through town recently.
Toni Morganson donated her
time to paint the sign.

The center is facing a short-
age of volunteers. Contact
McPherren at (541) 820-4326 or
Donna Becker at 820-4632 for
more information on volunteer-
ing or recycling.

Continued from Page A1

Open 9 a.m.-noon
Saturdays

• Milk Jugs – Only No. 2
plastic milk jugs can be taken at
this time, including the white milk
jugs. They should be rinsed out.
The caps cannot be accepted at
this time. Other plastic cannot be
accepted at this time.

• Tin Cans – Wash them out
and take off the labels and crush
them flat if possible. Remove
both ends of the can to make
crushing easier.

• Aluminum Cans – Rinse
them out and take off the labels
and crush them flat. Keep sepa-
rate from tin cans. Foil is OK,
please clean first.

• Newspaper – newspaper
only, no magazines.

• Magazines – cannot accept
magazines, these can be recy-
cled in Canyon City.

• Cardboard – Flattened out
• Glass – Remove labels and

any metal rings around the neck.
You do not have to sort by glass
color.

• Paper – High-grade paper
(like photo-copy paper) only.
Does not need to be shredded,
although shred can be accepted.

• Other – Cardboard egg car-
tons (not styrofoam), paper gro-
cery sacks.

Recycle Center

Governor creates Oregon
Homeland Security office

PORTLAND — During a press conference,
Gov. Ted Kulongoski signed Executive Order
04-05, officially creating the new Oregon Office
of Homeland Security as a cabinet level agency.
The governor also swore in Beverlee Venell as
the director for the Office of Homeland Security
and appointed Craig Campbell as his homeland
security adviser. Campbell will continue to serve
as the governor’s public safety adviser in addi-
tion to his new role.

The new Oregon Office of Homeland Security
will bring together under one roof the primary
elements of state government that are responsible
for preventing, planning for, responding to and
recovering from disasters and acts of terrorism.

“This unique structure will – for the first time
– combine elements of law enforcement, fire-
fighters, civilian responders and the military who
have shown time and again that they are ready to
face any challenge to keep Oregonians safe,”
said the governor.

Up to this point, Oregon’s homeland security
system has been a collaboration between differ-
ent agencies, with primary responsibility resting
on the Oregon State Police. The new Office of
Homeland Security will provide centralized
oversight of homeland security efforts in Oregon
while also ensuring that the Oregon State Police
can fulfill their core mission and duties.

Funding for the Oregon Office of Homeland
Security will come from existing agency budgets.

Johnson wins
Monument sale

JOHN DAY – The Malhuer National For-
est awarded the Monument I and II sale to
D.R. Johnson Lumber Co, Monday, May 17,
a project that will yield approximatley 30.5
million board feet combined.

Forest Supervisor Roger Williams said the
sale will result in reduced fuel loads while
retaining an environment vital to wildlife.

“Our objective is to improve overall forest
health and these sales are going to help
accomplish that,” Williams said. “Overall this
provides for healthier forests and watersheds
as well as economic benefits to our local
communities.”

The sale is a result of the Monument Final
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) com-
pleted in March 2004. The Monument EIS is
the strategic planning document identifying
commercial harvesting as one of several pro-
jects for promoting long-term forest sustain-
ability and wildlife species diversity in the
Monument Fire Recovery Project area.

Regional Forester Linda Goodman
granted an emergency exemption determi-
nation on the Monument Fire Recovery
Project on April 9, 2004, which allows sal-
vage harvest to begin immediately after
award of the sales.


