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Sports
Golf: John Day Ladies
Swim Team
Babe Ruth
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BMW riders rally at
Grant Co. fairgrounds
Hundreds of bikes and riders
converge on John Day
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Oregon’s
slice of the
PILT pie

Payments in Lieu 
of Taxes disbursed

States and counties received
their share of Payments In Lieu
of Taxes (PILT) last Thursday,
June 17. Grant County has
been allocated $332,044 of the
$6,245,153 paid to Oregon. 

PILT funds are “payments to
local governments offsetting
losses in property taxes due to
the presence of non-taxable
Federal lands within their
boundaries,” according to the
Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) PILT Web site. Non-
taxable lands include BLM,
Forest Service and Bureau of
Reclamation acreage. 

In Grant County alone there
are 171,392 acres of BLM,
1,500 acres of National Park
Service and 1,577,901 acres of
Forest Service land. Oregon as
a whole will net $6.2 million,
with the leading county, Mal-
heur receiving over $1.4 mil-
lion in 2004.

Oregon Senator Ron Wyden
called PILT a critical program,
but expressed concern that the
federal government provide
proper funding. “With more
than half of Oregon’s land
being federally owned we have
a long way to go before PILT
funding is where it should be,”
said Wyden in a June 17 press
release.

Senator Gordon Smith
agreed. “When economic times
are tough ... PILT payments are
the bare minimum the federal
government needs to take
responsibility for,” Smith was
quoted as saying in the same
release.

PILT funds can be used for
any governmental purpose,
often including fire or police
protection, buildings, schools
and road maintenance.

PILT payouts in 2004
exceeded $224 million, with
New Mexico receiving the
largest amount of any state,
$21,999,459, and Guam, a
United States protectorate, the
least at $1,885.

Top Oregon PILT
amounts 2004

Malheur    $1,418,226 
Harney   $577,210
Lake  $577,210
Klamath  $409,560
Union             $405,389

Hospital to pursue sale of nursing home
By Michael Lane

Interim Editor

The Blue Mountain Hospital
Board of Directors voted 4-2 in
favor of pursuing an offer to
purchase the hospital’s nursing
home. The offer, made by Dave
Rogge, owner of Hilltop Health
Care Inc., will be discussed in a
town hall meeting held in the
Prairie City Grange Hall at a
time to be announced shortly.
Hilltop, founded by Rogge in
1993, operates nine nursing
homes in the Northwest.

Following the executive ses-
sion, boardmember Amy

Kreger stressed she
would prefer to see
funds from the sale
put toward the hospi-
tal’s public bond debt.
Board chair Terry
Sowa said a separate
motion at a later board meeting
would be required to determine
where the money would go.

What the possible sale
means to the nursing home staff
is still somewhat unclear, board
member Karla Teague said.
“The potential is there to get
better or worse,” Teague said.
With only 17 beds filled at the
facility, there’s no way the

home can be functional, she
added.

Janie Cole, head of nursing
at the home, expressed some of
the concerns of the nursing staff
over the potential sale. “There’s
a lot of anxiety, as with any
change,” Cole said. She also
addressed board concerns about
the staff morale at the home,
saying that morale is “amazing-

ly good. 
“The staff has

been wonderful.
They’re doing every-
thing they can to help
keep costs down,”
said Cole. Despite

cuts in hours, the staff’s main
concern is the people who live
at the home, she said.

The cuts haven’t been pain-
less, either. A handful of
employees have had their hours
cut to such an extent that
they’ve lost their benefits, said
Teague.

Blue Mountain Hospital Dis-
trict reported a net loss in May

of $143,174, and a year-to-date
loss of $746,927. The nursing
home showed a net loss of
$24,424 for the month, bringing
it to a total loss of $458,861 to
date in 2004, while the hospital
showed a May loss of
$118,750, and a year-to-date
loss of $288,066.

The hospital’s shortfall in
expected patient revenues
($10.1 million budgeted, and
only $8.7 million actual in the
year-to-date) was partially ame-
liorated by holding actual
expenditures to date $485,216
below the budgeted target
through cuts. 

‘The potential is there to get
better or worse’

– Hospital board member Karla Teague

City awards water, sewer system contracts
By Tim Adams

Staff Writer

JOHN DAY — The final
piece of the puzzle for the
Grant County Regional Airport
Industrial Park was put into
place at a special session of the
John Day City Council on
Tuesday, June 15, with the
awarding of a contract to Som-
mer Construction, Inc. from
Nampa, Idaho, for water and
sewer system improvements.

Sommer Construction, Inc.
was one of four companies
which submitted bids for the
Schedule A project which
includes the installation of
water and sewer lines to the
industrial park and the con-
struction of a reservoir.

Other bidders included
Crestline Construction Compa-
ny, THG Construction and Bod-

iford Construction, all of which
submitted higher bids than
Sommer’s bid of $1,605,745.

Brian Baird from Anderson
Perry and Associates said the
city was fortunate to get that
low a bid on the Schedule A
project.

“The bid is tight from what
our engineer’s estimate was, but
I believe it is doable,” he said.

Baird remarked that though
Anderson and Perry have limit-
ed experience working with
Sommer Construction, the com-
pany had considerable experi-
ence working with some of
their identified subcontractors
including Aquastore Northwest
of Canby and Purswell Pump
Company from Hermiston.

Aquastore was the company
which installed the city’s new
Reservoir No. 6.

“The City of Meridian,
Idaho, said Sommer Construc-

tion is its top contractor and
they have also done a lot of
work on projects in Boise and
Nampa, Idaho,” John Day City
Manager Peggy Carey said.

Baird said he had full confi-
dence in Sommer Construction
and believed they would fulfill
the project’s requirements.

For the schedule B project,
which will include a well and
the construction of the No. 5
pump station, the city awarded
the contract to Crestline Con-
struction Company from The
Dalles at a low bid of $240,950.
Crestline is the same company
which was the contractor for
the recent Mt. Vernon water
project.

Crestline and Bodiford Con-
struction were the only two
companies to submit bids on
the project.

Baird said Crestline Con-
struction’s bid was within

seven-to-eight thousand dollars
of the engineer’s estimate of
$233,200.

“One of the good things
about these projects is the same
person will be doing the con-
trols for both of them,” Baird
said. “This will save the city
money.”

Council members discussed
an “add-on” to the Schedule B
project of approximately
$45,000 for the inclusion of an
emergency generator.

“I believe we could negoti-
ate using some of the existing
equipment we have and maybe
get a better price,” Mayor
Roger Simonsen said. “The
generator we want would be a
total portable unit, and right
now the city has a generator of
some value. Maybe we might
be able to trade that generator
in.”

Carey remarked that the city

needed to be sure that, before
they obtained a generator, it
included all the needed equip-
ment for operating the new
well.

“We need to be sure it has all
the buttons and bells, and is not
just a generator,” she said.

Simonsen said the city actu-
ally needed two generators and
he felt that, with the one they
have to trade in, they should be
able to obtain them at a price
lower than the add-on cost to
Schedule B.

It was decided to award the
contract to Crestline Construc-
tion without the add-on and see
if the city could obtain a gener-
ator on its own.

“Both companies are excited
and ready to get started on the
projects,” Baird remarked.

Construction on both pro-
jects is scheduled to begin in
early July. 
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Public transport,  circa 1840 

This week sees the Pacific Primitives Rendezvous at the Southworth Ranch near Seneca. This is an event for pre-1840s fur-trade era re-enactors and people
from as far away as Alabama and Florida are attending. At the Rendezvous, all clothing, tools and vehicles must be identical to their actual early 19th century
counterparts. Tents are of canvas and linen, clothes are of hand-made cotton, wool, linen  or leather, bedrolls are furs and woolen blankets, and mass transit
down Trader’s Row is by mule-drawn wagon.

See Rendezvous, page A10 


