
cause significant damage and
loss of life,” he says in a press
release from the university.
“Most significantly, a tsunami
will arrive at the coast as soon
as minutes following the shak-
ing to within a half-hour.”

DOGAMI started preparing
tsunami inundation maps in
1995 in response to a bill
passed by the Oregon Legisla-
ture. It is working on a project
to place tsunami warning signs
along the coast and at many
state parks.

Also, many communities
have installed warning systems
to alert people of an approach-
ing tsunami and many coastal
towns have installed signs to
show a tsunami evacuation
route.

The Oregon Department of
Geology and Mineral Industries
Web site says there are two
types of tsunamis that can cause
damage in Oregon — local and
distant. 

The most destructive type of
tsunami would be generated
locally by a Cascadia subduc-
tion zone earthquake just off the
coast. 

More likely to affect Oregon
are the distant tsunamis, which
can be generated from under-
water disturbances anywhere in
the Pacific Ocean. Most distant
tsunamis would be generated by
earthquakes and would proba-
bly arrive four hours or more

from the time of the earthquake.
Scientists have determined

that a tsunami, of the same
magnitude created in the Indian
Ocean, hit the Oregon Coast in
the early 1700s.

Native American legends tell
of battles between the gods
along the coast, whales carried
over the land, and rivers
becoming salty. The stories
also tell of villages located in
tidal estuaries being destroyed
by the tsunami.

According to Dr. George
Priest, a coastal geologist with
DOGAMI, undersea earth-
quakes of magnitude 8 to 9 off
the Oregon Coast have struck
on average every 500 to 600
years, resulting in devastating
tsunamis. 

“Another could happen at
any time,” says Priest. “The
earthquake itself might last up
to four minutes, damaging
roads, bridges, and other facili-
ties. Within 10 to 30 minutes

after the start of the earthquake,
the first of several large tsunami
waves will strike the coast. Peo-
ple must realize that strong
shaking at the coast means that
it is vital to evacuate immedi-
ately inland or to high ground.
That is our challenge – to create
a culture of tsunami awareness
before this event can happen.”

“In the Pacific Northwest,
there is no way to tell whether
the next Cascadia earthquake
will strike tomorrow or 100
years from now,” says Robert
Yeats, professor emeritus of
geosciences at Oregon State
University. 

What does a tsunami have to
do with the weather? Not much,
although there are groups that
would have you think so.
According to www. junk sci-
ence.com, Friends of the Earth
Director Tony Juniper told the
British newspaper The Indepen-
dent, “Here again are yet more
events in the real world that are
consistent with climate change
predictions.”

However, scientists concur
that tsunamis, such as the one
in the Indian Ocean, are caused
by earthquakes or other natural
events, not by climate changes.

At the end of my first article
about weather, I asked if any-
one knew if there was any basis
in the old saying, “Red sky at
night, sailor’s delight/ red sky
in morning, sailor take warn-
ing.” Here is the answer:

According to Old Farmer’s
Almanac (www.almanac.com),
“the basic idea here is a sound
one for most of the United
States, where the weather pat-
terns move from west to east. A
red color in the sky is the result
of sunlight reflecting off clouds.
If the sky is red in the morning,
the eastern horizon must be
clear, and the clouds foretelling
a coming storm are in the west,
indicating the potential for bad
weather. By contrast, a red sky
at night can be produced only if
the western horizon is clear and
the clouds overhead are moving
east, or clearing out. So the
proverb seems to have some
validity.”

Here’s a question for next
time: Is there a weather
proverb for Mardi Gras?
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Foot care includes:
• Care & Cleaning
• Nail Cutting & Care
• Skin Inspection
      & Treatment

Other services included:
• Blood Sugar Test
• Blood Pressure Check
• Oxygen Saturation Level

Quality Health Care
Close To Home.

Blue Mountain Hospital
Home Health Agency

Foot
Care
Clinic

$20 per visit
It is not Medicare or

insurance
reimbursable.

20 years of services for the homebound
Skilled Nursing Services

Physical Therapy
Home Health Aide

Hospital lower level
Home Health Office

170 Ford Road • John Day
Call for appointments:
575-1648 — 575-1311

ATTENTION 
BOW HUNTERS &

ARCHERS
The Canyon Creek Bow Hunters Club is "still alive and kicking"

and has set a date for its reorganization after having recently
acquired its tax exempt status.

TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED WILL BE:
✦ ELECTION OF OFFICERS
✦ PRACTICE RANGES
✦ 3D SHOOTS
✦ YOUTH PROGRAM

WHEN: JANUARY 13, 2005 at 7:00 PM
WHERE: WINNERS CHOICE CUSTOM 

BOWSTRING
58000 INDUSTRIAL PARK RD. 
JOHN DAY

COME GET INVOLVED AND SUPPORT THE
GREAT SPORT OF ARCHERY IN YOUR COMMUNITY

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 575-0818 OR 575-0064

EXERCISE IS CRUCIAL
FOR YOUR HEALTH!

No need to dread working out! 
No need to analyze what" where" why or
how # CURVES has done that for you!

● Boost your energy level 
● Relieves anxiety and stress 
● Aids in warding off diseases 
● Increases metabolism
● More reastful sleep

Call to hear the GREAT results
of other women who thought
they couldn’t # but did! 

121#3424

M O R T G A G E  D I V I S I O N
Call Toll Free 1-877-472-6217Equal Housing

LENDER

Member FDIC

Tobey & Kim 
Christy & Melissa

A new home can change the quality of life.
It is a major financial commitment as well,
and that is why Bank of Eastern Oregon is 
committed to providing you with the best
mortgage possible. 

Bank of Eastern Oregon has a variety of
plans customized to meet your needs:

● NEW HOME PURCHASE

● REFINANCING YOUR HOME

● CONSTRUCTION LOANS

Many VIOXX® and CELEBREX® users suffered strokes, heart
attacks, blood clots and even death. If you took BEXTRA® you
might also have been at risk for a serious cardiovascular health
problem.  If you or a loved one had any of these problems, call
us now toll free at 1-800-THE-EAGLE for a free consultation.
We practice law only in Arizona but associate with lawyers
throughout the U.S.

Offices in
Phoenix &
Tucson

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1-800-THE-EAGLE
(1-800-843-3245)

www.1800theeagle.com

Urgent news for people who took

CELEBREX®

VIOXX® or BEXTRA®

Open 7 days

a week

TSUNAMI: Not caused by weather

Many other counties and
cities have drafted ordinances
to deal with Measure 37
claims, including processing
fees as high as $2,600 per
claim. 

“The County Court felt it
needed to honor the integrity of
the vote, to have it open and
easy and not do what other
counties have done. We’re
appreciative that they filed a
form. Jackson County received
a claim written on a napkin.”

The purpose of the hearing
was for the county to gather
information to help it make a
determination whether it has
the authority to waive land-use
rules it said the state coerced
the county into adopting in
1986.

That was two years after the
Ellisons bought the property in
the Dog Creek-Marysville area
east of town off Highway 395.

He wants to divide 150
acres into 20 five-acre lots and
five 10-acre lots and sell them
as rural residential.

If he can’t do that, he wants
Grant County to pay him
$852,730 to compensate for the
loss. The amount is roughly
equal to what the count’s annu-
al property taxes.

Since the state was the cause
of the zoning change against
what the county wanted, and
because it withheld funding
from the county to force it to
accept the zone change, the
state should decided the Elli-
son’s claim, Reynolds said.

Ellison also sent his claim to
the state Dec. 22, 2004, the same
day he filed with the county.
Under the measure, claims must
receive a response in 180 days,
but there was general agreement
that there are legal ways to
extend that deadline.

The discussion included
speculation about how far the
rules of Measure 37 would
stretch.

“What of people who sold at
reduced value because of land-
use rules, do they have a claim
under Measure 37,” Arleigh
Isley said.

At the end of the hearing, the
court was considering sending a
letter to the state suggesting it
was responsible for the claim.

“We’re going to get a letter
back telling us we’re responsi-
ble,” Reynolds said.

“It’s going to court, any-
way,”

The county has received lots
of inquiries about Measure 37
claims, including a developer
with plans for a gated commu-
nity, and a family that wants to
divide 160 acres in the Monu-
ment area.

mi to hit the Oregon coast in a
matter of minutes. 

The earthquake is less of a
threat to human life than the
wave that it creates. More than
90 percent of the deaths in Asia
were a result of the tsunami,
not the earthquake.

The good news is that the
state government has long rec-
ognized the possibility of a
tsunami striking Oregon.  

There has been an effort to
move schools away from the
coast, and some school districts
have tsunami evacuation drills. 

“You won’t see the kind of
death here that took place in
Asia,” if Oregon is hit by a
tsunami, Van Tassel said. 

One of the main reasons that
the death toll in Asia was so
high is that the countries were
not prepared for such a natural
disaster. Many geologists did
not consider the area to be par-
ticularly threatened, and many
of the areas that were destroyed
were impoverished.  

Another comforting thought,
especially for people living in
Grant County, is that a tsunami
would probably reach no more
than a mile inland.  Estuaries
would shove seawater up
streams and rivers much far-
ther, but waves might only
reach a few hundred meters
from the coast. 

The Bay Area of California
is at much more serious risk.
There are more than a dozen
earthquake faults there and it is
densely populated.

No one really knows how
big a wave could be coming —
but most of the experts agree
that it is a question of when,
not if, it will hit.

• Reilly Cosgrove is a junior at
Eastern Oregon University. Other
sources for this story: “Living in
Earthquake Country” Planning, Jan-
uary 2005, Vol. 1 Issue 1; “North
America Hardly Immune to Earth-
quake Disaster,” USA Today, Dec. 28,
2004;  “Great Alaskan Earthquake &
Tsunami” West Coast and Alaska
Warning Center; “Tsunami Death Toll
Nears 140,000” BBC News. Monday,
Jan. 3, 2005; and “Geyser Bashing”
Scientific News June 2004.
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CLAIM:
Lots of
inquiries

‘In the Pacific North-
west, there is no way
to tell whether the
next Cascadia earth-
quake will strike
tomorrow or 100 years
from now.’

— Robert Yeats,
Professor emeritus of geosciences at

Oregon State University

QUAKES:
State has
ready plan 

Blue Mountain Eagle

Richard Schwartzer retired as
fire chief of Seneca after 23
years.

The City Council honored
him at its December meeting
with a plaque and a gift certifi-
cate.

In a statement the City
Council said: “The City Coun-
cil and our community greatly
appreciate his hard work and all
of the volunteer time that he
has put into our fire department
and our little city.

“He has built up our fire
department and the equipment
from grants he has received.” 

Schwartzer plans to remain
as part of the fire crew.

Bill Long was appointed as
the new fire chief.

Seneca fire chief retires
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