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Dictionary assistance
Fifty-four Humbolt Elementary School third-graders on May 8 were recip-
ients of dictionaries provided by the American Legion and the school’s
Parent-Teacher Association. Above, Andria Kelley peruses her dictionary
during the presentation. Other students accepted theirs from teachers
and American Legion Auxiliary members. The goal is for each student to
have a personal dictionary to assist them with good grammar for reports,
homework and research projects. PTA members Ruth Lane and Janis
Ribeiro handed out the Merriman-Webster Elementary dictionaries, a stu-
dent’s source for discovering language. American Legion Auxiliary are
involved in the dictionary handout as part of the Children and Youth
Program. Participating Auxiliary members on May 8 included Jessie
Lewis, Joyce Nodine, Evelyn Ogilvie, Ruth Harris, Arlene Oliver and Ella
Baucum. Teachers Andrea Lane, Susie Garrison and Dorothy Piazza said
they hope this program will become an annual event.

By Judith Beaudet Reed

SENECA — In January of 2002,
Seneca School students (kindergarten
through eighth grade) embarked upon an
ambitious local history project that would
carry on into succeeding years.

Seneca, Ore., exists because of its cre-
ation as a company town for Hines
Lumber Co. in 1930.

Students began their project with this
historical focus and began their research,
using a wide variety of resources. They
pored over the city of Seneca’s and the
Forest Service’s collection of maps and old
photos, and invited local historians, Dennis
Smith of John Day and Martin Morisette
of Post, to share their photos and informa-
tion. In the computer lab, they explored
www.oregongreengold.com, a Web site
devoted to Oregon’s logging history.

Walking field trips around Seneca and
farther out into the railroad area of the shops
and logging spurs gave a very real sense of
“place” to the project. Students were able to
identify where things used to be and what
still remains. An overall perspective was
achieved with the help of field trips to
Camp One, the precursor to Seneca, and to
the museum in Burns and the mill in Hines,
accompanied by Joanna Corson, the last
secretary of the Hines Lumber Co.

In spring 2002, the students had their
first opportunity to display this wealth of
knowledge. Artist in Residence Carol
Poppenga guided the students in the cre-

ation of an historical mural painted on a
school wall.

To broaden their knowledge base, stu-
dents also interviewed people who had once
worked for Hines or lived at Seneca during
those historic times. All students had input
to the questionnaire that was used to guide
the interviews. Multi-grade teams with a
teacher-moderator met with guests to ask
questions and take notes. The teams then
worked together to clarify information,
write rough drafts, and then write final
drafts. The teacher was then responsible for
compiling the students’ work into a “ready-
to-publish” copy.

During the 2002-2003 school year, stu-
dents have continued the interview
process with new guests, and have mailed
questionnaires to those too far away to
come to Seneca.

The long-range goal for completed
interviews is a final compilation in book
form and on CD. In addition, all students
are involved in mapping projects. Students
in grades 5-8 are developing a detailed his-
torical site map of Seneca in the 1930s,
while grades K-4 are building a three-
dimensional model.

Through the generosity and support
of Martin Morisette of Post, completed
portions of this history project can be
viewed on his Web site, www.ore-
gongreengold.com

For those who have memories about
Camp One days, call Seneca School at
542-2542.

Seneca School students delve into past

JOHN DAY — Grant Union High
School junior Tyrel Rawlins and
sophomore Anne Terese Cerny, stu-
dents in Julie Reynolds English class,
were first-place winners in the local
American Legion’s Americanism con-
test and recently received notification
that they took first places in the state
competition in their respective divi-
sions. For their efforts, the duo
received U.S. Saving Bonds and their
essays have been forwarded on to
national competition.

WHAT AMERICA’S FUTURE
HOLDS FOR ME

By Tyrel R. Rawlins
There is a land where freedom rings

from sea to shining sea, eagles soar
through clear blue skies, and the star-
spangled banner majestically flows in
the wind. A place christened “The Land
of Milk and Honey” by those who have
come here. The land of opportunity. But
how could this be? This is America we
are talking about. Civil wars, great
depressions, over-budgets, and terror-
ism. This is a place of peace? Some say
presently we are living in a modern Hell.
But to some brave crusaders centuries
ago, stepping foot on this place could
not have been any closer to Heaven.

When the early pilgrims settled the
original Jamestown, they were estab-
lishing something that had never been
offered to them. The ability to have “Life,
Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.”
Through that single right born hundreds
of years ago, America has flourished
into the most powerful, productive coun-
try in the world. The people here are of
a special breed. Not requiring guidance
or supervision for every breath of life, cit-
izens of the United States have ambition
to pursue higher education to become
doctors, CEOs, business owners and
most importantly, leaders in this very
competitive world. All of this stems from
one important aspect, opportunity.

As a young man growing up in this
technologically advancing nation, the
opportunity for me to pursue true happi-
ness and become successful lies deeply
in my education and work ethic. This
amount of information having to be
taught at our schools increases every
year, as well as college tuition. This
lessons the chances for undereducated
people to have equal opportunities in the
job field, as those who have taken pride
in becoming more knowledgeable. But
once again, it is either taking it or leaving
it. Opportunity is there for anybody.

Even in times of war, this great coun-
try had demonstrated its backbone.
Under the steady leadership of our pres-
ident and the power of our military,
American enemies don’t stand much of
a chance. It seems unfortunate to me,
that it would take war for them to figure
this out. However, it would take more
than a mortal enemy to crush the heart

and soul of this wonderful nation. So, I
ask myself, “What does America’s future
hold for me?”. I answer with this. Even
as jets flew through those two towers in
New York back on that fateful day in
September, or as the entrails of the
space shuttle Columbia were seen
falling to the ground, tomorrow will
come. Opportunity will be there for me to
grab hold of, to take and become suc-
cessful. Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of
Happiness. The dream of every
American. For as long as the eagle
soars, and as long as the flag furls, free-
dom will ring in the land of opportunity.

WHAT AMERICA’S FUTURE
HOLDS FOR ME

By Anne Terese Cerny
The future of America is the footing of

my  future. The decisions, actions and
developments our nation chooses to
undertake will influence the direction my
life will take. As an adolescent citizen of
this strong country, it is imperative that I
be aware of and value my civil rights,
freedoms and responsibilities in order to
astutely choose what my future consists
of. One day my opinion and voice will
have some bearing on the choices of
the nation.

Just as the foremost factor to my
future is my own day-to-day decisions,
the day-to-day decisions the country
votes on, are also very much part of
what my tomorrow will be. What adults
maintain as political priorities will shape
the maturing generations’ lives in com-
ing years. So, if the adults decide to
begin the process of eliminating civil
rights, what will my life be like? Will I be
faced with restrictions and boundaries
that the patriotic people of the past
struggled and fought so hard to free our
country from? Will the freedoms that we
enjoy now be ours in the future? These
questions can only be answered by
today’s citizens and how they respond.

An example of the decisions the
nation is facing at present that may have
serious effects on the years yet to come;
as I write this, we are confronted with the
grave concept of war. I hope that what-
ever our nation’s advisors and leaders
consider the most necessary actions to
take are surely appropriate ones. I worry
that if we do not confront the tribulation
we will find ourselves in a more haz-
ardous quandary. But I also worry that if
we attack the obviously insane and dan-
gerous enemy then we will cause our-
selves and other nations even more
misery than we have already suffered. I
wish that there could be one clear and
apparent move to make, in which the
nation would not be divided, but that is
not the case. If we go to war, will we
spend months or years, fighting to make
peace? Will the young men of our coun-
try be summoned to defend this country
and attack another? I find myself won-
dering how war will affect my future;
wondering if the secure and carefree life

I lead now will disappear into a precari-
ous world of fear and death. Or will war
benefit us, producing even more oppor-
tunities than already available and mak-
ing our nation stronger and prouder?
These are questions that I trust officials
are asking themselves as they deliber-
ate the many sides of war.

My plans for the future include further
education. How the American people
and government determine to contribute
to the educational system greatly affects
my future, as well as others of my gen-
eration. To me, education is a very
important part of my life, being the pri-
mary source of exposure to the outside
world, and I feel fortunate to have the gift
of learning so easily available. If I wish to
achieve anything in life, it is of utmost
importance that I receive as much edu-
cation and obtain as much knowledge
as is possible. Without edification,
young minds are not encouraged to
develop their own opinions through
study and observation. Schools give
youth the chance to learn of other cul-
tures, ideas and information. Learning
about other societies and concepts culti-
vates understanding in youth and
enables them to co-exist with others and
be more open-minded. Without the sup-
port of the American nation as a whole,
education systems will falter. What
would become of our futures then?
Someone once said, “The future of the
nation’s tomorrow lies in the education
of today’s children.” How true their
words are.

My horizons are expansive in part
because of the civil liberties I possess
just by being an American citizen. These
rights that were given to me by our fore-
fathers define the freedom of America.
There are measures and petitions
against some of these civil liberties I
refer to. Although most of the civil rights
that are up for argument at the time
have no effect on me personally, I can-
not help but take into consideration the
other lives that may be affected by them.
When I form my own opinion about cer-
tain rights and laws, I am learning to put
myself in some else’s shoes, putting
myself in their situation. We, as a nation,
must remember that the Declaration of
Independence and all the amendments
were written to protect the citizens and
to preserve a free country. If we begin to
place restrictions on others, we are lim-
iting the free will of the nation. I have
faith in my elders to not inhibit our future
by deciding on laws that could reduce
our freedoms.

While the future of our land lies in
the hands of the representatives and
the voters, I feel that my future is pro-
tected. I am blessed to live in such a
bountiful country with so many oppor-
tunities. My future is not limited like
those of less-fortunate countries. As I
contemplate the many options that lie
in the road of life ahead, I realize that
through all these years America has
certainly upheld one quality. America is
still the land of opportunity.

Patriotic essays earn GU students
honors in Americanism contest

Holliday earns 
art scholarship
from local council

REXBURG, Idaho — Grant Union
High School graduating senior
Charity Holliday was the recipient of
the Juniper Arts Council’s $250 schol-
arship to be used towards her educa-
tion in fine arts. 

Holliday will attend Brigham
Young University
in Rexburg (for-
merly Ricks
College), where she
will major in edu-
cation, with a
minor in fine arts.
She plans to teach
middle school stu-
dents. In the arts,
watercolor is her
favorite medium,
but she enjoys the challenge of work-
ing with different media and styles of
fine arts.

Charity is the daughter of Darrel
and Kathy Holliday.

Maci Mascall chosen
for prestigious 
leadership program

JOHN DAY — Grant Union High
School student Maci Mascall applied
and has been selected as the Eastern
Oregon representative of the 2003

League of Oregon Cities Youth
Advisory Council.

Her first meeting was May 31 at
Salem. As part of her assignment,
Mascall chose at least one article per
month from the Blue Mountain Eagle
that specifically
deals with local
government issues.
She was asked to
consider what limi-
tations are placed
on city govern-
ments and how she
sees the issue as a
young adult. She
then was asked to
write a summary of
the issue and present her position on
the issue, with reasons supporting her
opinion. Other requirements included
attending a city council meeting and
writing a short article for the League’s
monthly newsletter. Mascall will con-
tinue to attend monthly meetings
through September. In November,
Mascall will make a presentation at
the YAC conference in Eugene.

Holland takes top
state honors writing
about the Holocaust

JOHN DAY — Grant Union High
School freshman Ben Holland was the
first-place winner in the senior divi-
sion of the Oregon Holocaust

Resource Center Essay Contest.
Holland received a $200 award

during the May 18 awards banquet at
the University of Portland.

The competition
was to encourage
today’s youth to
evaluate history,
foster an awareness
of the Holocaust,
broaden their minds
in areas of art histo-
ry, civics, sociology
and literature, and
make connections
to similar events in
today’s world. The
question posed for the contest was:
Just because we can (do something)
should we?

In preparation for the project, stu-
dents in Charissa Hixenbaugh’s
English class were instructed to read
“Night” by Eli Wiesel. The book
obviously had a big impression on
him.

Of the Holocaust, Holland said,
“It’s something you can’t believe in
until you get a first-hand account.”
His essay causes one to ponder the
following question: “Why Do It Just
Because It’s Possible?”

Due to its length, the essay could
not be published here. However, a
copy appears on the Eagle’s Web site.
See www.bluemountaineagle.info.
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