
SENECA — Seneca
School held its first summer
reading program in July at the
school library.

This group of students met
for one hour each Tuesday to
read, talk about books and to
listen to volunteer JoAnne
Cordis read from five books,
including "Five Chinese
Brothers."

The program was coordi-
nated through the Grant Coun-
ty Library, and its theme was
"Exploring new trails at your
library." 

"I liked it (“Five Chinese
Brothers” book). I remember
having it read to me when I

was l i t t le.  I t’s just  a cool
book," said Kaitlyn Harvey, a
fifth-grader at Seneca School
pictured in the back row in the
library photo.

"I read a book with a bunch
of stories in it and my cousins
gave me a bunch of books, so
I've read those," said Kaitlyn.
"I really like to read."

Blue Mountain Eagle Local Wednesday, September 1, 2004 A9

Foundation for the same time period.
Barbara Pollak- Helping Hand Fund

Mike & Judy Lenz- Helping Hand Fund
Les & Ronda McLeod- Helping Hand Fund

M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust - X-ray 
equipment.

Mervin & Helen Schouten
Derrol & Rose Coombs

Bert Miller

Keep in mind that the annual meeting 
for the Foundation will be held on Oct. 
9th at the John Day Elks Lodge. This is 
the biggest fund-raising event that the 
Foundation has during the year and the 
proceeds will help pay for the new X-ray 
equipment. The banquet and meeting is 
open to all members and their guests and 
new memberships will be sold at the 
door. The fun starts at 6:00 pm and more 
details will be in future columns. MARK
THAT DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR AND 
PLAN ON ATTENDING.

If you would like additional information 
concerning the Foundation please contact 
Bob Houser, Executive Director at 575-
1311 ext. 2202.

Blue Mountain 

Nursing Home
 - Judy Martin

September Resident 
of the Month
Alice Kight

Alice was born on 
September 20, 1917 
in Dickens, Iowa to 
Hattie and Clarence 
Harris.  She grew up 
with 4 sisters and 5 
brothers.  The 
family moved to 
Prairie City when 
Alice was 9 years old, and she attended 
grade school and high school in Prairie 
City.

Alice married Cecil Kight on February 
18, 1935 and they had 3 children.  Alice 
now has 6 grandchildren and 4 great 
grandchildren.

Alice loves the outdoors, hunting, 
looking for huckleberries, gardening, 
and flowers.  She also plays the piano 
and sings but she loves making quilts 
best of all.

Alice came to the Blue Mountain 
Nursing Home on August 23, 2001, and 
we are so happy to have her as part of 
the nursing home family.

September Employee
of the Month
Patricia Cobum

Patricia was born 
on November 10th, 
to Wills & Betty 
Coburn in Bishop 
California.  She has 
four siblings, three 
sisters and one 
brother. Trish spent 
her growing up 
years in Emmet, Idaho where she also 
attended all 12 years of school.  

Trish has a son Cody Sederlin, two 
stepchildren, Lanea and Kevin. Trish has 
been living with Gary Rapp for 13 years.

Trish’s hobbies are spending time with 
her family, working in her yard, riding 
her 4-wheeler, boating, fishing and 
shopping.

Trish has been working at the nursing 
home since 1994 as a CNA, and part 
time unit secretary, and she also fills in 
other departments as needed. We are 
fortunate to have her on our team. 
Thanks a lot Trish for all you do. 

Administrative
Comments Bob Houser, CEO, CHE

The age of telemedicine has arrived in 
John Day. Blue Mountain Hospital, in 
conjunction with the physicians and with 
specialists from Bend, will be starting to 
have consults over the “airwaves”. The 
first consult will be held on Aug. 26 at 
noon with a cardiologist and a patient of 
Dr. Joe Bachtold. The patient will be able 
to stay in John Day while the 
cardiologist, who will be in Bend in his 
clinic, will be able to see and talk to the 
patient. Medical information will be 
transmitted to the specialist from the 
hook-up and the equipment that Blue 
Mountain Hospital has. This will save the 
patient at least one trip to Bend for an 
initial visit.

Telemedicine will continue to grow 
since CMS (Center for Medicare/Medicaid 
Services) has relaxed the reimbursement 
for telemedicine consults. In the past, if a 
consult was done through telemedicine, 
the physician was not paid hence there 
were no incentives for specialists to use 
this equipment. Since that has changed 
we are anticipating more use of the 
equipment as people continue to want to 
receive as much of their care in their 
hometown.

We interviewed two surgeon candidates 
in Aug. Dr. Hamid Kakavandi, from 
Clarinda, Iowa was in John Day on Aug. 
17 and 18. Dr. James Lee will be in John 
Day on Aug. 25 and 26 for an interview. 
Both have excellent credentials and 
would be an asset to the medical 
community if we were able to have one of 
them sign a contract. The hospital held 
its Strategic Planning session on Friday, 
Aug. 20. Brim Consultants, Steve Kinder, 
Bob Brendgard and Marv Butler, met with 
the department managers from 9:00 a.m. 
until 12:30 p.m. and then with the board 
of directors and medical staff from
4:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. It was felt that 
there was excellent dialogue and 
exchange of information during the day. 
The results will be compiled and within 
30 days be sent back to the hospital for 
review. The final product will have the 
work plan for implementation based on 
the discussion from the groups. Once the 
final product is received I will share
the areas that we will be working on with 
the readers.

Enjoy the rest of the summer. We have 
had some nice rains lately and another 
bonus, school starts on the 30th!

Foundation THANKS 

Members for Membership 

Renewals
Blue Mountain Healthcare Foundation 
thanks the following persons who have 
renewed their memberships or joined the 
Foundation in August, 2004.

Ali Goin                                
Sara Lambeth

Bob & Lauri Armstrong                  
Darrel & Teresa Simmons

David, GerriAnne & Brandon Graham      
Wallace & Darlene Muzzy

Dottie Parsons                             
Molly Finley

Gordon & Julie Larson                    
Doug & Verlene Davis

Lance (new member) & Louanne Zweygardt 
Eastern Oregon Prof. Services

Strawberry Wilderness Family Clinic        
J & J Moulton, Inc.

Jack & Dorothy Hansen                  
Erin Workman

Tim & Trade Unterwegner               
Amy Kreger- new member

Maryann Winters                        
Sara Russ- new member

Barbara Pollak                           
Kathleen McKay

David & Marlou Fronapel- new members    
Bert Miller

The following individuals or businesses/
organizations have made donations to the 
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September
Visiting 

Specialists

1. Dietitian
3. Dr. Sandefur, Orthopedist
8. Dr. Takla, Urology

   Dietitian
14. Dr. Rushton, Podiatrist

15.  Dr. La Pine, Cardiologist
    Dietitian

17.  Dr. Sandefur, Orthopedist
22.  Dietitian
28.  Dr. Rushton, Podiatrist
29.  Dietitian

Page turners

Contributed photo

Pictured among the books of the library and outside on the grass are Hailey Carter, Jessica
Carter, Jerry Carter, Ruden Harvey, Colin Harvey, Kaitlyn Harvey, Derrick Rider, Meghan Rider,
Kelsey Long, Christopher Gibson and Rebecca Carter.

Learning
made fun

Contributed photo
The children received popsicles as a treat to eat on the grass
outside the school.

Fewer Americans reading for pleasure
Fewer than half of American

adults read literature outside of
work and school, according to
the National Endowment for the
Arts.

The group analyzed data
from the Census Bureau’s 2002
Survey of Public Participation
in the Arts. More than 17,000
adults over age 18 were asked
whether they had read novels,
short stories, poetry or plays in
the last 12 months that were not
required for work or school.
Their answers were compared

with data from similar surveys
conducted in 1982 and 1992. 

Just 46.7 percent of adults
read for pleasure in 2002, com-
pared with 56.9 percent in 1982.
The steepest decline was found
among young adults, with 47.7
percent of 25- to 34-year-olds
indulging in non-required read-
ing in 2002, compared with 62.1
percent two decades earlier. 

Readers were more likely to
be involved in cultural, sports
and volunteer activities than
were non-readers, the survey

found. Non-readers were more
likely to watch television — on
average, 3.1 hours per day,
compared with 2.7 hours per
day for readers. 

However, the most important
influence on reading rates is
education: 14 percent of adults
with a grade school education
read for pleasure in 2002, com-
pared with 74 percent of adults
with a graduate education.
Other factors affecting reading
rates include gender and family
income.

REGULAR MEETINGS
Grant County Library is open 1 to 5

p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
and Saturday; 10 a.m. to noon and 1 to 7
p.m. Tuesday; and 7 to 9 p.m. Thursday.
The library is located at 507 S. Canyon
Blvd., John Day. 

Genealogy Library is open from 9
a.m.-12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
every Friday at the Mt. Vernon City Hall.

John Day Senior Center is open 9
a.m.- 4 p.m. Monday  through Friday. Hot
lunches served noon Mondays and Thurs-
days at 142 N.E. Dayton St., John Day.
Games, cards, pool played after the meals
at 1 p.m. Weekly BINGO games 6:45 p.m.
Wednesday.

Prairie City Seniors meet for meals at
noon Wednesday at the Strawberry Grange
Hall, 204 N. McHaley Ave., Prairie City.

The Monument Senior Citizens Meal
Program is held noon Tuesday at the Monu-
ment Senior Center. 

WEDNESDAY, Sept. 1
Grant County Court, regular weekly

meeting, 9 a.m. at Courthouse in Canyon
City.

Let Go Group of Alcoholics Anony-
mous, regular weekly meeting, 7:30 p.m. at
St. Elizabeth Catholic Church Parish Hall,
John Day. Call (541) 575-0114.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS),
regular weekly meeting, weigh-in 6:30 p.m.,
meeting 7 at Seventh-day Adventist Church,
John Day. Call 1-800-932-8677 or (541)
575-2888 evenings.

Boy Scout Troop 898, regular weekly
meeting, 7 p.m. at John Day Elks Lodge,
140 N.E. Dayton St. Call Galen Hayes at
(541) 542-2323.

Canyon Creek Bowhunters, monthly
meeting, 7 p.m. at Outpost Pizza, Pub &
Grill, 201 W. Main St., John Day. Call Clay-
ton Wise at (541) 575-5823.

Grant County High School Rodeo
Club, monthly meeting, 7 p.m. at US Bank,
John Day. Call Chris Wenick at (541) 575-
1530.

Kiwanis Club, regular weekly meeting,
noon at the Outpost Pizza, Pub & Grill, 201
W. Main St., John Day.

Humbolt Elementary School Site
Council, monthly meeting, 4 p.m. in the
school library, 329 N. Humbolt St., Canyon
City. Call (541) 575-0454.

Prairie City Athletic Complex Com-
mitte, monthly meeting, 6 p.m. in the Prairie
City School cafeteria.

THURSDAY, Sept. 2
Dayville Planning Commission,

monthly meeting, 11 a.m. at City Hall.
Grant Soil and Water Conservation,

monthly meetings, 4 p.m. at the NRCS con-
ference room at 721 S. Canyon Blvd., John
Day. Call Ken Delano at (541) 575-0135,
ext. 105.

Prairie City Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment, bimonthly meeting, 7 p.m. at the Fire
Hall. Call (541)  820-4360.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS),
regular weekly meeting 8 a.m. at Grace
Chapel, 154 E. Williams St., Prairie City. Call
(541) 820-3546.

Civil Air Patrol, regular weekly meet-
ing, 7 p.m. at Grant County Regional Airport.
Call (541) 575-0155.

COBRA, Central Oregon Battering
and Rape Alliance, bimonthly support
groups for women and youth, 6 p.m. Groups
held separately. Child care provided. Call
(541) 575-4335 for location.

Grant County Men of Integrity
(Promise Keepers), weekly meeting, 5 a.m.
at the Outpost Pizza, Pub & Grill, 201 W.
Main St., John Day.

Grant County Safe Communities
Coalition, 1 p.m. at John Day City Hall con-
ference room. Call (541) 575-1363.

Seneca Parent-Teacher Association,
monthly meeting, 7 p.m. in the seventh- and
eighth-grade classroom. Call (541) 575-
2992.

FRIDAY, Sept. 3
Narcotics Anonymous, weekly meet-

ing, 7:30 p.m. at Church of the Nazarene,
521 E. Main St., John Day. Call (541) 932-
4844.

MONDAY, Sept. 6
Dayville Volunteer Fire Department,

weekly meeting, 7 p.m. at Fire Hall.
Mt. Vernon Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment, regular weekly meeting, 7 p.m. Call
(541) 932-4688.

Courageous Al-Anon Family Group,
regular weekly meeting, 7:30 p.m. at Pres-
byterian Church, 171 E. Main St., Mt. Ver-
non. Call (541) 932-4856.

Outlaw Group of Alcoholics Anony-
mous, regular weekly meeting, 7:30 p.m. at
Presbyterian Church, 171 E. Main St., Mt.
Vernon. Call (541) 932-4844.

Grant County Chamber of
Commerce, monthly marketing meeting,
noon at the Dirty Shame, 145 E. Main St.,
John Day.

TUESDAY, Sept. 7
Grant County Commission on Chil-

dren and Families, monthly meeting, 4 p.m.
at the Department of Human Resources
conference room 725 W. Main St., John
Day, located behind NAPA. Pat Pitman,
Regional Director for the Commission on
Children and Families, will conduct training
to board members and staff around the roles
and responsibilities of the local board and
staff. Call (541) 575-3600 48 hours in
advance of meeting date for special accom-
modations.

Prairie City Planning Commission,
bimonthly meeting, 7 p.m. at City Hall.

Degree of Honor, Margaret E. Lodge
64, monthly meeting time and place varies.
Call (541) 575-2528. 

Grant County Sheriff’s Posse, month-
ly meeting, 6 p.m. at the Outpost Pizza, Pub
& Grill, 201 W. Main St., John Day. Call
(541) 575-1131.

Venturing Club, Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica program, bimonthly meeting at the
Church of the Nazarene youth annex, 521 E.
Main St., John Day, 7 p.m. Call Greg Arm-
strong at (541) 575-2765.

Dayville School Site Council, monthly
meeting, 4 p.m. at the school.

Monument School Site Council ,
monthly meeting, 5:15 p.m. in the science
building.

Hy 5’ers, a group that deals with
healthy lifestyles for youth, will meet every
Tuesday from 4-5:15 p.m. at the Grant
County Health Department on East Main, for
more information call (541) 575-2888 or
575-2127.

WEDNESDAY, Sept. 8
Dayville City Council, monthly meet-

ing, 7:30 p.m. at the City Hall.
Grant County Court, regular weekly

meeting, 9 a.m. at Courthouse in Canyon
City.

Long Creek Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, bimonthly meeting, 7 p.m. at City Hall.

Prairie City, City Council, bimonthly
meeting, 6 p.m. at City Hall.

Let Go Group of Alcoholics Anony-
mous, regular weekly meeting, 7:30 p.m. at
St. Elizabeth Catholic Church Parish Hall,
John Day. Call (541) 575-0114.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly, (TOPS),
regular weekly meeting, weigh-in 6:30 p.m.,
meeting 7 at Seventh-day Adventist Church,
John Day. Call 1-800-932-8677 or (541)
575-2888 evenings.

Boy Scout Troop 898, regular weekly
meeting, 7 p.m. at John Day Elks Lodge,
140 N.E. Dayton St. Call Galen Hayes at
(541) 542-2323.

Girl Scout Leaders, monthly meeting,
7 p.m. at 743 W. Main St., John Day. Call
(541) 575-1106. 

Grant County Art Association, project
at 9 a.m. (bring a sack lunch), monthly meet-
ing at 1 p.m. Meeting place varies. Call
(541) 575-0127. 

Grant County Food Bank, Surplus
Food Program, monthly distribution, 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at 530 E. Main St., John Day. Call
575-0127 or (541) 820-4577.

Kiwanis Club, regular weekly meeting,
noon at the Outpost Pizza, Pub & Grill, 201
W. Main St., John Day.

Grant District 3 School Board, month-
ly meeting, 7 p.m. at District 3 office, 401 N.
Canyon City Blvd., Canyon City. 
Prairie City School District 4 School
Board, monthly meeting, 7 p.m. in the
school library. 

To change, add or delete informa-
tion, call Marissa Allen at the Blue Moun-
tain Eagle at (541) 575-0710 or e-mail,
marissa@bluemountaineagle.com.

Local Meetings


